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Bevelling zone B = max. 60 mm Thickness F = 10 mm min.
14 mm max.

B B

Part between bevelling limits
at this part thickness F shall

nowhere vary more than 0.5 mm

F

Daggerboard and rudder sections shall be
made of: wood, GRP and/or foam core, or
any combination thereof. Foam shall only

be used as core material for GRP.

diam. max. 20 mm

Optional non metallic
reinforcement (bushing) for
screws, rivets or bolts,
to secure fittings and
stop battens.

CONSTRUCTION & MATERIAL
OF DAGGERBOARD/RUDDER
SECTION

Rule: 3.3.1 3.4.1
3.3.2.2 3.4.2.2
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Rmax. 5 mm

WIDTH
min. 275 mm  max. 290 mm
but shall not vary
more than 3 mm
Rule   3.3.2.3 m
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B  =   bevelling limit   =  max. 60 mm
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The daggerboard shall be
generally a rectangular flat
plane in shape.
Rule   3.3.2.1

The weight of the daggerboard
shall be not less than
2.0 kg 
Rule   3.3.3

Daggerboard shall
float. Ballasting or
cut outs in the dagger-
board and stop battens
are prohibited.
Rule   3.3.3   3.3.4

max. 14 mm - min. 10 mm

Rule   3.3.2.2
(see also sheet 1)

Rm
ax. 32 m

m

DAGGERBOARD
GENERAL DIMENSIONS

Rule 3.3.2
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Ballasting or cut outs of the battens are prohibited
STOP BATTENS

Rule   3.3.2.4

Radius max. 5 mm
permitted on
exposed edges
of stop battens.
Battens shall have
no sharp projections.

Fixation of battens with glue
and/or not more than
two 10 mm diam. bolts or
not more than the equivalent
weight in smaller bolts,
rivets or screws.
Their length shall not
exceed the thickness of the
assembled stop battens and
daggerboard.

1 hole for (elastic)
cord or lanyard
to obtain mandatory
securing to hull.
Diam. max. 10 mm
Rule   3.3.4

Wooden board
Wooden battens

Foam GRP board
Wooden battens

Foam GRP
board, battens
integrated

Moulded con-
struction made
of two symme-
trical parts

Battens shall extend over the full width of the board
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min. 40 mm
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Optional (elastic) cord or tape to hold
daggerboard in position Rule 3.3.5

1 hole in stop
battens diam. max. 10 mm
Rule   3.3.4

(Elastic) cord to be
fixed to the mast-
thwart through two
holes, for optional
positioning and or
mandatory securing
of daggerboard.
Rule   3.3.4

Optional non metallic
strips for easy dagger-
board slot opening
adjustment (16 mm + - 2)
Daggerboard slot opening
between the strips shall
be uniform throughout
it's length.
Rule   3.2.6.1 (i)

Optional non metallic
material to protect
edges of daggerboard.
Rule   3.2.6.1 (i)

DAGGERBOARD POSITIONING Rule: 3.2.3
3.3.5

max. 2 eyes
to secure
cord or tape.
Position
optional.
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16 mm +/- 2 max. 30 mm
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R
udder head

Head
thickness
optional

R
udder blade

Blade thickness
min. 10 mm
max. 14 mm

see also
sheet 1

Rule   3.4.2.2 Shape of rudder
is optional but
without fittings
it shall fit within
rectangle
750 x 260 mm
Rule   3.4.2.1

Minimum weight of
assembled rudder,
tiller and tiller
extension shall not
be less than 1.5 kg.
Ballasting is prohi-
bited.
Rule   3.4.3

m
ax. 750 m

m

300 m
m

R
udder head

R
udder blade

B

B

B

Bevelling limit
B = max. 60 mm
Rule   3.4.2.2

RUDDER
GENERAL DIMENSIONS

Rule 3.4

max. 260 mm



INTERNATIONAL OPTIMIST
This plan shall be read in conjunction with the latest Class Rules

Foil plan sheet  6/7 Date: March 2003
  1992 International Yacht Racing Union

Examples of assembled
rudder and tiller.
Tiller need not be
permanently fixed.

The assembled rudder,
tiller and tiller extension
shall float.
Rule   3.4.3

M M M M
M =

Measurement of tiller
length if tiller is
permanently fixed
and/or invisible.

TILLER & TILLER EXTENSION

Rule: 3.4.1
3.4.2.2

Tiller and tiller
extension may be
of any type and
may be made of
any material.
Rule   3.4.1.2   3.4.2.3

extension max. 750 mm

NS = No Sharp
projections

NS NS
Retaining clip

combined length max. 1200 mm

tiller max. 750 mm NS
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rudder head
frontline

Part of tiller which is aft
of the rudder head front-
line F shall be included
in rectangle (750 x 260 mm)
Rule   3.4.2.5

X = points defining
rudder head frontline

F

X

Rudder rake optional

Not less than
85 mm. Shall be
measured on
the rudder head
frontline F.
Rule   3.4.5.1
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Bearing
lines
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max. 45 mm
Shall be equal (+/- 1 mm)
at each bearing line

RUDDER & TILLER
POSITIONING

Rule:   3.4.4    3.4.5

Not less
than 5 mm

Retaining
clip/spring
below upper
bearing line
Rule   3.4.5.2

Rudder head
frontline

F

Bearing
lines

Detail x

Detail x

Diam. max. 6 mm

max. 5 mm
D

D

= equal
(+/- 1 mm)
at  each
gudgeon

Rule   3.4.4

D

Gudgeons
on aft
transom
with pivo-
ting holes
min. 6 mm
diam.

F


